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COX AT BETTWS-Y-COED

THOUGH 1844 has often been cited as the year of
Cox's first visit to Bettws-y-Coed, there are grounds
for tinJmJpng that he had at any rate passed through
that epitome of Wales on one or two previous
occasions.* It was, however, in 1844, that he com-
menced the series of annual trips to Bettws that only
ceased after 1856, when age and infirmity forbade him risking
the journey.

He arrived there in the company of Harry John Johnson,
later well known as an artist, who had studied under Lines and
Miiller. They put up at the 'Swan'f, and Cox so enjoyed the
experience that he decided to return. That in making this trip
he had been guided by a Higher Power, we may gratefully
believe, for on November 23rd, 1845, he suffered the unspeak-
able sorrow of losing his devoted wife and companion.

Never robust, Mary Cox had long been failing in strength,
and the time came when she was struck down by a fatal illness.
It was with the greatest distress that Cox laid this, the only
woman he had ever wooed, and who had been his joy and solace
through all his years of testing, to rest beneath the shade of a
spreading chestnut-tree in Harborne Churchyard.

Though completely stunned, Cox again proved his mettle.
He forebore to curse God. 'Being a truly religious man, he did
not mourn as one without hope', and by December 21st, 1845,
he was able to write to young David and Hannah, his son and
daughter-in-law, in a way that showed him again to be looking
on the world about him.

1 certainly was very much out of spirits when I wrote on
Thursday, but I am much better now; and I believe I have no
real cause to be otherwise, for all things I feel are ordained
for the very best for my good. I have been at my work with
more calmness, and shall, I have no doubt, do better and be

*'David Cox* (Philip Allan; 1924).

f HaH says the 'Royal Oak/ afterwards Cox's wain headquarters at Bettws, but Solly
declares that when Cox 'ftrst knew Bettws, that inn did not exist, far less the present large
hotel of tiiat name, which was erected .., on the exact spot once occupied by the old inn.
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